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COLLEGE FEE REIMBURSEMENTS

Now, funds to be
deposited into
students’ accounts
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MUMBAL: From the nextacademic
year, collegestudentsin thestate
will get moneyunder variousfee
reimbursementschemes directly
depositedin their bank accounts.

The government has decided
to disburse the money through
direct transfer benefit (DBT)
mechanism by depositingitinto
Aadhar-linked bank accounts of
beneficiariesin the form of schol-
arships, instead of reimbursing
their respective institutes. The
DBT mechanism, initiated in
accordance with the Maharash-
tra Aadhaar Act 2016, aims at
timely disbursement of the
money and puttinga curbonmal-
practicesin theimplementation
of government schemes.

OnSaturday, the stateissueda
government resolution (GR)
introducing DBT for twoschemes
run by its higher and technical
educationdepartment- Rajarshi
Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj
Shikshan Shulk Shishyavrutti
Yojana, under which 50% fees of
economically backward class
(EBC)students pursuing profes-
sional coursesisreimbursed, and
Dr PunjabraoDeshmukh Vasti-
gruh Nirvah Bhatta Yojna, under
which children of small farmers
and labours receive a hostel
allowance.

"Thesearethefirstinthe series
of schemeswhich will be brought
under the ambit of direct trans-
fers. Other state government
departments running fee benefit
schemes such as social justice
and special assistance, tribal
developmentand medical educa-
tion and research departments,
will come with their own GRs
within a week," said Sitaram
Kunte, principal secretary,
higher and technical education
department.

According to the GR, the stu-
dents will receive their annual
scholarship in two instalments,
one ineach of the two semesters
of an academic year. The insti-
tutes cannotask the beneficiaries
to pay the fees before money is
deposited intheir accounts.

The state, however, is notori-
ousfordelaying the paymentsto
beneficiaries. "We have told the
financedepartmentthatsuccess
ofthisschemewilldependon the
continuousflow of money," said a
state government official.

Activists, however, are not
sureif DBT willimprove scholar-
ship delivery in the state. “The
stateisunableto providethe ben-
efits under existing schemes on
time. As a result, the students
havetosuffer,” said Priyadarshi
Telang, convenor, Dalit Adivasi
Adhikar Andolan, a Pune-based
organisation.



