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NEW DELHI: Permanent account
numbers (PAN) not linked to
Aadhaar cards will likely become
invalid after December31,agov-
ernment source said on Thurs-
day, as the Centre pushes to
widen the use of the 12-digit bio-
metricidentity project.

Currently, all taxpayers need
to have a PAN number to file
income tax return but others,
such as students outside the tax
bracket, also use the card as a
proofofidentity.

The government says many of
these PAN cardsarefraudulently
obtained, a practice that can be
checked by a unique identifica-
tion number.

The official — who refused to
bequoted because heisn'tautho-
rised to talk to media— said the
government had arrived at the
tentative cutoff date of December
31 as it believed the Aadhaar
enrollment process will be com-
plete by the end ofthe year.

“Considering that 98% of the
adult populationis Aadhaar card
holders, a timeframe till theend
oftheyearismore thanadequate
for linking PANwith Aadhaar,”
said State Bank of India group’s
chiefeconomicadviser Soumya
Kanti Ghosh.
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Your PAN could be invalid
without Aadhaar by Dec

END OF THE ROAD Existing accounts must be linked with unique-identity details

n Log in to e-filling portal

What you need to do

Here's a quick guide to how you
can link your Aadhaar with PAN

https://incometaxindiaefiling.gov.in

AADHAAR

identity numbers

E A window will show up to facilitate linking of the two unique

B Punch in your Aadhaar number at the space provided

n Check that your personal details (name, date of birth,
gender) match with those stated in PAN

identity

B Data will be corroborated to ensure authenticity of your

Click on ‘link now'. PAN and Aadhaar will be linked only
when the details of both match

More than1.08 billion Indians
have the unique identification
number that was aimed at plug-
ging leaks in the distribution of
government entitlements and
benefits.

Over the past few years, the
Centre has linked Aadhaar to a
growing list of subsidies and
schemes, such as the mid-day
meal.

On Wednesday, the Lok Sabha
passed a controversial bill that
made Aadhaar mandatoryfor fil-
ingincome taxreturnsorapply-
ingforaPAN card.

Accordingtotheamendments
inthefinancebill, taxpayers can’t
fileincometax returnsfromJuly
liftheyfail to quote the Aadhaar
number or show proof of having
applied for the document.

At present, there are 250 mil-
lion PAN cards that are manda-
tory for cash transactions of hotel
ortravel bills exceeding ¥50,000. It
is also mandatory to quote the
number forpurchase ofjewellery
above32lakheitherincashorby
plastic money,and while making
large depositsin banks.

CONTINUEDONPB

Aadhaar architect
Nilekani supports
mandatory linking
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NEWDELHI:There’s nothing wron
in making Aadhaar mandator
for PAN cards orother publicser
vices, Nandan Nilekani said o
Thursday, defending the goverr
ment’sdecision to expand theus
of a controversial biometric Il
project he helped create.

The 61-year-old appeared t
row back on his previous positio
onthe use of 12-digitID, whichi
supposedtocutfraudin distribu
tion of state benefits, but whic
critics see as vulnerable to dat
breaches.

As Unique Identificatio:
Authority of India’s
first chief, he
rolled out Aad-
haar a decade
ago,insistingits
use wouldnotbe
mandatory.
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Aadhaar

But the government says
many of those PAN cards are
duplicates or obtained through
fraud.

“The government has pro-
posed quoting the Aadhaar num-
ber mandatory for filing (IT)
returns to eliminate discrepan-
cies ...many individuals hold
multiple PANsandfilingreturns
multiple times; once quoting of
Aadhaar becomes binding, this
problem willnot be there,” reve-
nue secretary Hasmukh Adhia
told HT.

People with existing PAN
cards will either have to link
them to Aadhaar or show proofof
havingapplied forthe 12-digit ID
by December 31, the source
added.

Therecentpush toexpand the
usage of Aadhaar has triggered a
torrent of eriticism but the gov-
ernment has remained
undaunted.

Finance minister Arun Jaitley
indicated on Wednesday that
Aadhaarwould be made manda-
tory for all income-tax related
issues to weed out fraud and
duplicates.

“Aadhaar is a more foolproof
identity of a citizen as it cannot be
duplicated and this will help in
addressing graftand though the
movewillensuretransparencyin
filingofincome taxreturns butat
the same time, this can also help
in tracing money launderers,”
saidasenior government official.

“Thenextthingon ouragenda
will beto decide on the timeframe
thatwill begiven topeople tolink
theirPANwith Aadhaar,” Adhia
added.

Thefinance minister had said
thatmaking Aadhaar mandatory
forfiling IT returns would helpin
checking tax evasion. “Why
shouldn’t we make use of this
technology ifit helps us catch tax
evaders,” Jaitley had saidin Par-
liament.

Several banks and insurance
companies started linking Aad-
haar accounts with savings
accounts and insurance policies
to address graft but they are not
allowed by law to seek mandatory
quoting of Aadhaar.

There are several bank
account holders who have quoted
PAN but do not have Adhaar.
“Weareyet tofigure out what will
be the course of actionfor them as
legally, quoting Aadhaar hasnot
yetbeenmade mandatory,”asen-
ior bank executive said.

In 2013, the Supreme Court
said Aadhaar couldn’t be made
mandatory and people without
thedocumentshouldn’t bedenied
from genuine entitlements and
subsidies.



