Financial Express Edition Delhi
21.1.2017 Page 2
Height 22.56cm Width 17.79 cm

PDS to follow LPG pattern
for Aadhaar-linked subsidy

Saurabh Kumar
New Delhi, Jan 20

HE tood ministry is like-
I Iy to follow the template
used by the ministry of
petroleum and natural gas in
making Aadhaar wvirtually
mandatory for availing lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG) sub-
sidy On Thursday, food secre-
tary Preeti Sudan at a
conference in New Delhi had
saidthe government was close
to making Aadhaar mandato-
ry for receiving subsidised
foodgrains under the the pub-
licdistribution system (PDS).
“That(LPGorder)isthe tem-
plate that will be used for PDS
order by making contextual
changes,” said a government of-
ficial requesting anonymity,
adding that the LPG order con-
formstothesection7of the Aad-
haar (Targeted Delivery of Fi-
nancial and Other Subsidies,
Benefitsand Services) Act, 2016,
The Supreme Court, ina Oc-
tober 2015 order had only al-
lowed voluntary use of Aad-
haar for providing certain
subsidies including LPG and
PDS. However, the Lower
House of Parliament inMarch
2015 passedthe AadhaarBill to
provide legal backing to the
unigue identity,

The LPG order had said in-
dividuals who desire to avail
subsidy will have to provide
proof of possession of Aad-
haar or enrol for Aadhaar It
added thattill the timeaperson
who has enrolled but has not
received the unigue number
will continueto receive benefit
through bank photo passhook
and Aadhaarenrolment slipor
analternativemeans of identi-
fication—such as voter identi-
fication card, ration card,
kisan photo passbook, driving
licence or passport—along
with a copy of request for Aad-
haarenrolment.

About 15.96 crore LPG con-
nections are seeded with Aad-
haar across the three PSU oil
marketing companies. So far,
16.5 crore ration cards have
been seeded with Aadhaar.

An individual will have to
forgo the benefit if he or she
has in principle objection to
getting enrolled with Aadhaar,
said the government official.

The official clarified that if
onedoes not have Aadhaar be-
cause no enrolment drive has
been organised in the area, the
individual can give it in writ-
ing to the authority and the in-
dividualwill notbe denied ben-
efits. “Adriveby the concerned
authority will be organised,”
added the official.

FE earlier reported that all
schemes which are funded out
of the Consolidated Fundof In-
dia will soon necessarily re-
quire Aadhar and apart from
LP(G, Mahatma GandhiNation-
al Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme has also already
made Aadhaar mandatory.



