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Post Leak, Govt Gets into the (Aadhaar) Act

Central depts, states told to ensure info such as Aadhaar nos, bank details not published anywhere

Surabhi.Agarwal
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The government
has ordered central depart-
ments and states to ensure
thatthe Aadhaarnumbers of
peopleand their bank account
detailsarenot published
anywhere, including online
platforms, and any such
personal information av-
ailable in public domain must
be taken down immediately.
The directive follows a back-
lash on social media last week
over the online publication of
personal informationsuch as
Aadhaar numbers, bank
account details, namesand
addresses. Several privacy
advocates alleged that in-
formation collected by mini-

stries, departments andstate
governments were easily
accessible through an online
search.

Thenotice issued on March
25 was sent tosecretaries to
the government of India, chief
secretaries and IT secretaries
of all states and union territo-
ries,along with web informa-

tionmanagers of websites
managed by the National
Informatics Centre.

Concernsover the security of
personal data have increased
of late. Former Indian cricket
captain MS Dhoni’s wife
Sakshicomplained toIT
minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
on Tuesday about how their

Aadhaar information was
leaked online by a representa-
tiveupdating their details.
The agency, which enrols
citizens for Aadhaarand
updates the information on
behalf of the government, has
been blacklisted for10vears.
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Any act of publishing perso-
nal identity or information
suchas Aadhaar numberand
demographic details, along
withpersonal sensitive infor-
mation such as bank details,
is in contravention of the
Aadhaar Act, 2016, and the In-
formation Technology Act,
2000, and is disallowed with
immediate effect, the mini-
stry of electronics and infor-
mation technologysaidin the
notice reviewed by ET. It ad-
ded thatsuch content already
published and still appearing
publicly should be disconti-
nuedwith immediate effect.
The notice said the publis-
hing of identity and demog-
raphic information violates
provisions of the Aadhaar
Act, 2016, specifically section
29 (2, 3and 4), and constitutes
an offence under sections 37,
40and 41, punishable with im-
prisonment upto three years.
According to reports, a cen-
tral government ministry ac-
cidentally published the per-
sonal data of beneficiaries of
a welfare scheme including
their name, address, gender,
family details, Aadhaarnum-

ber, bank account number
and TFSC code. A state go-
vernment thatrunsa subsidy
scheme for minors published
online their name, address,
gender, religion, caste and
bank account details.

Publishing of financial in-
formation, including bank
account details, contravenes
provisions of the Informa-
tion Technology Act, 2000.

The Dhoni incident figured
inadebatein Parliament bet-
ween finance minister Arun
Jaitley and former finance
minister P Chidambaram on
Aadhaar and privacy con-
cerns. Chidambaram wan-
ted to know what guarantee
there is to prevent the hack-
ing of bank accounts and in-
come tax details that are be-
ing linked through Aadhaar
when even the Pentagon can
bebreached.

In response, Jaitley said
that if firewalls are to be bre-
ached, they can happen any-
where and are not necessari-
ly because of Aadhaar. On
the Dhonicomplaint, hesaid
that it was anact of immatu-
re behaviour on the part of
the person who updated the-
irdetails.



