Times of India Edition Delhi
18.5.2017 Page 14

Height 16.43cm Width 10.56 cm

First month of new
fiscal sees sharp rise
in MGNREGS payout

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Timely wage payments
under the rural job guarantee sche-
me have clocked a sharp rise in the
first month of thefinancial year, rai-
sing hopes of checking a major ma-
laise that has been plaguing the
flagship employment programme.

Asperfiguresreleased by theru-
ral development ministry, 89.08% of
wage payments have been made wit-
hin 15 days of the work done in 2017.
The MGNREGA law stipulates that
payments to workers be made wit-
hin afortnightof work doneand eve-
ry day’s delay attracts penalty to be
paid as compensation.

The delay has been high over the
years, with justaround 43% of time-
ly payments registered in 2016, a se-
nior official said.

In contrast, 89.08% of wage pay-
ments have been made in 2017, which
means Apriland the first fortnight of
May during which20.88 crore person
daysof work has been generated.

The improvement is being attri-
buted to the Centre’s close monito-
ring of the situation in the states.
TheCentreiskeepingan alerteyeon
the closure of muster rolls following
completion of work under the job
scheme —the time when the financi-
al orders are raised. The ministry

89.08% of wage payments
have been made within 15
days of work done in 2017.
The MGNREGA law
stipulates payments to
workers be made within a

fortnight of work done

has beenreminding the states about
the completion of muster rolls and
nudging them about payments.
Officials claimed the delay has
also been on account of failure of
statesto submittheauditsand thefi-
nancial statements on time. In such
cases, the RD ministry has told the
states that they should make pay-
ments against which the Centre will
release the money as soon as their fi-
nancial documents aresubmitted.
The RD ministry is hopeful of
maintaining a high rate of timely
payments, with forecast of a timely
and good monsoon likely to ease the
pressureonthescheme. MGNREGA
registers high demand of work in ti-
mes of delayed monsoon or drought.
“The ministry is continuously
striving in partnership with states
to ensure timely payment of wages
to MGNREGA workers directly into
their Aadhar linked bank acco-
unts,” the official statement said.



